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Motherhood as Multifaceted and Multiplied Identities

Motherhood as Multifaceted and Multiplied Identities

HyeRan Kim—Cragg (St. Andrew’s College, Saskatoon, Canada)

Introduction

This paper explores motherhood as a negotiated complex identity. It presents the challenges of being
a mother as one comes to terms with the identity of motherhood. This new and strange identity must be
questioned first because the conventional view of motherhood is tainted with patriarchy and gendered
normativity. Stories of non-biological mothers, in the first section, open up our conversation and
demonstrate how fluid and diverse motherhood can be. By sharing my own personal experience of
lactation, in the second section, I cast light on motherhood as an amazing gift of self-giving and
self-receiving in reciprocal ways. Gleaned from the self-giving-and-receiving power that arises from the
motherhood experience, the paper offer further theological insights on motherhood using the concept of
redemption and by reviewing Christology. It argues that the saving act is rooted in inter-relationality.
This, then, leads to a nuanced understanding of motherhood as a process of encountering the Other, a

heterogenous journey of affirming relationality, hybridity, and interdependence.

1. Contesting a homogeneous concept of Motherhood

Motherhood is neither simple nor easy to understand as an ideal motherhood is often “deodorized
sanitized sterilized” and loaded with images of procreation and domestication.) In feminist thought
separating the idea of motherhood from concepts of submission and docility is a difficult problem,
though, feminism often succeeds in creating another ideal that is sanitized and homogenized. This
sterilization and homogenization prevents us from truly appreciating motherhood, its difficulties and its
joys. Thus, it is necessary to contest the normalized images of the motherhood before we affirm its
multiplicity and heterogeneity. The following stories of two non-biological mothers help us to confront
simplistic ideas of what it means to be a mother. The question was asked to them, “What would you
say to those who challenge your identity as a mother because you did not give birth to your child

whom you are raising?—that is, what is parenting and motherhood for you?’

1) Bonnie J. Miller-McLemore, Also a Mother: Work and Family as Theological Dilemma (Nashville: Abingdon, 1994),
19.
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A United Church of Canada Ordained minister, who is in a same-sex relationship:2)

1 remember talking about my daughter, H, with a woman I had just met. At some point in
the conversation she asked me my husband's name. I said that I didn't have a “husband”,
but that my partner's name is L. She thought for a moment, then (vather boldly) asked, “So
how did you get pregnant?” I told her that my partner had previously been married to a
man and that he is H's father. “Oh,” she said, “so you're not actually H's mom then.”

1 was completely taken aback by this statement. It wasn't the first time that I had
witnessed someone struggling to find a definition for my relationship with my daughter; but
it was the most blatant denial of my motherhood that I have ever experienced. It was
shocking to realize that some people would consider me not to be H's mother, simply
because 1 did not give birth to her. That small detail stopped mattering to me — and to H
- a long time ago.

In the early days of our relationship 1 did not think of H as my daughter. She was three
yvears old when L and I started dating. At that time, she was “my girlfriend's daughter.”
Two years later, when we moved in together, L and I began sharing responsibility for H's
daily care and nurture, and I became a parent. Ultimately, though, it was H who determined
when [ became her mom. I will never forget the day she called me “Mom” for the first
time. Something changed in me that day. Until then, being a parent had been a role and a
set of responsibilities 1 did my best to fulfill. But being a mom is more than that — it is part
of my identity. I stopped thinking of H as my partner's daughter whom I co-parent. She is
my daughter now, too.

H is lucky, she has three parents — two moms and a dad, and three sets of grandparents.
As clear as it is that I am H's mom, it is equally clear that she is my parent's
granddaughter. They make no distinction between H and my brother's daughter. Who gave
birth to whom, and who is biologically related to whom, simply doesn't matter when it
comes to our family relationships.

It's funny, sometimes we even forget that H is not biologically related to me. When H
announced that she wants to be a scientist when she grows up, L turned to me and said,
“Well those genes clearly come from your side of the family!” Only later did we realize the
irony in those words.

I didn't give birth to H, but I have held her hand and supported her through many life

transitions: starting school, learning to ride a bike, first job, learning to drive, getting her

2) I am grateful for her personal and powerful testimony.
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heart broken for the first time.... I don't remember being born, but I do remember my mom
and dad being there for me when I got teased at school, when I performed on stage for the
first time, when I got married.... And I know that they will always be there to support me,
to celebrate my successes and comfort me in my sorrows. Just as H knows that I am and
will always be there for her.

What makes me H's mom is that she knows, and I know, that absolutely nothing on earth
can sever the bond that we have. She is my family, my daughter. I am her mom — no matter

what.

A White Christian who has fostered and adopted 10 Aboriginal children:3)

1 have two birth children, eight adopted and two daughters that I call “borrowed.”

Each child has brought to us a level of understanding and love I could have had nowhere
else. Each young person has taught me lessons I could have learnt nowhere else. Our two
spirited child has taught me and shown sure courage. Our transgender child has shown such
acceptance of others and self-love and freedom to be who we each are. All of my children
have challenges (as we all do) that they face with grace. Two groups of three children have
the same birth mother-and yet we see similarities among the children who are not birth
siblings.

Our family is very unique in that we have a great variety of how they came to be part of
family—but family we all are— have the mother’s unconditional love for each and I feel
very blessed that they all chose me as their mother.

A mother knows her child. I remember the first time I saw GRACE in the hospital. Four
pounds and born addicted to cocaine. Even though she was on morphine and was so small
she made direct eye contact with me. It was like she was telling me where I had been when
she had been here for four days. I felt an instant bond with her. Being a mother stems from
love, unconditional love and the relationship you build. That has nothing to do with giving

birth. The journey to find each other is divine. I truly believe a mother knows her child.

The two mothers described above unmask a false assumption that motherhood is determined by a

blood line or biological experience of giving birth experience. Instead they argue for a view of

3) I am thankful for her response. If you want to find out her courageous and gracious work of being a mother with
transgender adopted child, go to http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/mom-of-transgender-child-wants-id-
rules-changed-1.2584966 accessed May 14, 2014.
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motherhood characterized by love, care, and mutual respect. They demonstrate some changing trends in
families and introduce controversial debates in which religion often plays a part.¥) They confirm the
reality, the growing emergence of many different kinds of family.5) Of course, couples without children
should be considered as an equally legitimate family. Some families cannot have children, while others
choose not to. In fact, there is a trend towards not having children according to Time magazine which
it featured on the cover page of the August 12, 2013 issue with the title, “THE CHILDFREE LIFE:
Having It All Without Having Children.”6) Lauren Sandler conducts the interviews for this issue, asking
why more women are rejecting motherhood. Many women told her that they feel forced and pressured
to have a baby to fit the norm of womanhood. The norm that is operative here is that being a mother
(especially in a biological sense) is the ideal goal for a woman. Womanhood is predominantly
determined by motherhood in that if a woman has not given birth to a child, she is less fully human or
has not reached maturity of adulthood. This normative expectation of procreation can have a choking
effect on the lives of many women, however, as they are judged by a social and cultural norm that has
little to do with their sense of themselves. As a way of contesting this norm and for many other
reasons (the lack of economic resource, the lack of spousal support, and the weak social-net engendered
by the government as well as health conditions—issues that the article did not explore) many women
chose not to have children.

Cognizant of the power that the normative assumption of the ideal of biological motherhood or

womanhood, it is necessary also to contest other norms that exert pressure on how mothers
understand themselves. What has been produced and reproduced in the media, for example, is the
conventional view of the family as a happily married white middle class heterosexual couple with two
to three children.”) “Reproductive heteronormativity” is a term which is sometimes used to describe this
conventional ideal. Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak calls reproductive heteronomativity a pharmakon, a

word that means medicine as well as poison.8) While it has played a medicinal role, as a positive force

4) What the first story revealed is the public cultural view that refuses to acknowledge a different way of being a
mother. Maureen Baker, ed., Families: Changing Trends in Canada, 2" edition (Toronto: McGraw-Hill Ryerson,
1990); Don S. Browning, Bonnie Miller-McLemore, Pamela Couture, Brynolf Lyon, and Robert Franklin, From
Culture Wars to Common Ground: Religion and the American Family Debate (Louisville: Westminster/John Knox,
1997).

5) There are single parent family, blended family, divorced family, adopted family, foster family, common-law family,
inter-racial family, same sex family, and grandparents-kids family, and goose family. For finding goose family,
please go to http://globalprosperity.wordpress.com/2012/08/22/the-korean-goose-family-phenomena-educational-migrants/
accessed May 14, 2014.

6) http://shine.yahoo.com/parenting/is-being-childfree-selfish--debating-time-magazine-s-touchy-new-issue-204219641.html
accessed May 14, 2014.

7) Cynthia Fuchs Epstein, Distinctive Differences: Sex, Gender, and Social Order (New Haven: Yale University Press,
1985), 188-213. She criticizes the idea of nuclear family as a norm of family organization which subsumes difference
into homogeneity and justifies the subordination of women’s differences into heterosexual male dominance.

8) Gayatri Chacravorty Spivak, Love: A Conversation in Planetary Loves: Spivak, Postcoloniality, and Theology
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of human survival and a foundation for the economy even before capitalism and modern imperialism
swept the world, this family under reproductive heternormativity also has been a poison to human
society. As one of the oldest institutional and socialized patterns, reproductive heterosexual motherhood
has become the most powerful determining identity of womanhood that have been legitimatized and
sanctioned in society. The Bible and its dominant interpretation are implicated in this. Childbearing, as
it has often been preached based on a reading of Genesis 3, is a curse and a punishment for Eve, the
first woman on earth in the biblical world. This came about as a result of her disobedience to God.
Childbearing comes with pangs as her desire will be replaced by man’s desire. Eventually, women will
be ruled by men (Genesis 3: 16).9 Such imposition follows her every step of her life, like her own
shadow.

Here, Sara Ruddick’s argument on motherhood as a labor viewed not as a punishment but as a
rewarding work is helpful.10) Motherhood is not an abstract idea but is a real, hard, often dirty and wet,
sensual, physical and spiritual work.1D Tt is a labor that involves the nurture of children in ways that
cultivate values, habits, and memories. Such labor can be life-giving and life-affirming. This does not
mean, however, that all motherhood leads to life-giving nurture.!2) Abuse and unhelpful relationships
happen between mother and child. It is plainly unhelpful to romanticize motherhood as unequivocally
virtuous and self-giving. It is also precariously dangerous since it leads to an essentialization of
motherhood as inherently fixed and unchangeable. Motherhood as a signifier of multiple identity changes
and shifts. It is a negotiated identity that is fluid like water. Motherhood has many shapes, many faces,
and many dimensions. With this poignant reminder of the complex manifestations of motherhood, let us

turn to examine parenting and motherhood as affirming in light of breastfeeding and pregnancy.

2. Affirming Motherhood

My story

1 gave birth to my first son in 2001 and two years later, I had my daughter. These years

were one of the most memorable years for me, probably the busiest and happiest years of

Stephen D. Moore and Mayra Rivera, eds. (New York: Fordham University Press, 2011), 59. She takes this term
from Jacques Derrida. See his “Plato’s Pharmacy,” Dissemination (trans. Barbara Johnson. London: The Athlone
Press, 1981), 61-172.

9) Phyllis Tribe, God and the Rhetoric of Sexuality (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1978).
10) Sara Ruddick, Maternal Thinking: Towards a Politics of Peace (Boston: Beacon Press, 1995).

11) Carol Christ and Judith Plaskow, eds., Womenspirit Rising: A Feminist Reader in Religion (San Francisco: Harper
& Row, 1979); Judith Plaskow and Carol Christ, eds., Weaving the Visions: New Patterns in Feminist Spirituality
(San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1989).

12) Janice Doane and Devon Hodges, From Klein to Kristeva: Psychoanalytic Feminism and The Search for the
“Good Enough” Mother (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1995).
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my life thus far. As I reflected theologically on the experience of caring for a helpless infant
I came to ponder vulnerability as the most foundational to our human being, something that
is closely tied to the Divine, our need for God, and God’s desire to make a relationship
with us.

1 further explored feelings of empowerment and solidarity as many women, including my
mother, my mother-in-law, my sister, my sister-in-law, and church women helped me find my
way to become a mother. Through their support, I became who I am and was changed.

1 also learned that parents in many respects are the first and the most important
educational influence on children.!3) But it also seemed that I understood for the first time
that raising a child takes a whole village and that family life is not a private matter entirely
but belongs to a public and communal domain.!¥

However, one of the most amazing (almost surreal) experiences of being a mother was
personal and private, namely, lactation. Those who have had the experience of breastfeeding
might agree with me that it is one of the most embodied, physically demanding and mentally
demanding experiences a woman can have. While I do not intend to essentialize my
expereicne as universal, for me the process of generating milk, its liquid substance
circulating through the bloodline and circling around the breast was so sensory in nature
that it could not be ignored. When it was finally ready to release, waiting for the mouth of
the baby to suck, the feeling was so sensual and carthartic that I cannot easily describe it.
My body seemed to have been given the mysterious sensory power to know when to feed the
baby even before s/he let me know (by crying). It feels like my body was connected to the
baby’s body without intentionally and directly communicating. We were interdependent,
needing each other. The need went both ways; while my babies seemed more vulnerable
than me, the need is mutual. I was in pain when the lactation was delayed. I was in huge
discomfort when my breasts were getting too full. While the life of my baby was at stake
when the breast was unable to produce milk, my well-being was also at stake when the baby

was unable or unwilling to lactate.

13) Maia Harris and Gabriel Moran, Reshaping Religious Education: Conversation on Contemporary Practice (Louisville:
Westminster/John Knox, 1998), 17.

14) Richard Osmer criticizes the treatment of the family ministries as the private sphere by arguing the ministries for
a public and communal mission. See his “The Church ‘Taking Form’ in Mission: Reimagining Family Ministries
within Missio Dei,” in Perspectives on Ecclesiology and Ethnography Pete Ward, ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdman,
2012), 223-243.
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Trudelle Thomas articulated the experience of lactation and relationship between mom and baby in a
way that resonated with my experience: “The symbiosis of breastfeeding gave me a bodily felt
experience of what it was to be at once separate and connected--:on a level that is physical and
spiritual.”’15) Thomas’ description of being at once separate and connected is indeed a kind of
experience of “the Other,” since the Other, by its definition, is not oneself. Yet the Other is inseparably
connected to oneself especially in the case of the mother/child relationship. Wonhee Ann Joh captures
this well: “The mother/child relationship is not something that the mother has to struggle to recognize,
for here the subject-object is of one flesh; the other is within, and the gap with the other is not absolut
e+~ It is the point that most profoundly shows how the other cannot be separated from the self.”16) As
the mother encounters her child as the Other, as the child literally grows out of her own body, this
child is almost same as her but not quite the same./”) They are in hybrid relationship. The construction
of the self and the other is not quite clear cut. They construct hybrid identities and they become hybrid.
Their identities are changed and blurred, lost and found. After all, this is what life is about and that is
what it means to be human, to grow and to mature, to live and to die.

The movie by Sofia Coppola, Lost in Translation, tells the story of two Americans, Bob and
Charlotte, encountering each other in Japan, a land that is foreign to both of them.!®) Two total
strangers, different in many ways, they find each other amicable and alike, while discovering their own
white racial identity amongst the crowds of the East Asian faces in Tokyo. They also share an
experience of lost identity since their white identity, often associated with being in the majority in Japan
now means that they are a minority, though they may not be minoritized.!9) In a conversation on
marriage and parenting Bob, a seasoned father, makes a confession to the young newly married
Charlotte who is yet to be the mother: “On the day your baby is born, your life as you know it, is
gone* It is scary, but then this strange being, starts to talk and walk, and gives you the most delightful
thing in the world.”

I think Bob’s experience captures something central on the identity of the parenthood, the experience
of losing and regaining one’s identity. The reality of loss can be terrifying for a parent, while a new

identity, like the sun, which rises on the horizon of a new life. Thus we turn to the next and final

15) Trudelle Thomas, “Matrescence as Spiritual Formation,” Religious Education 96:1 (Winter 2001): 98.

16) Wonhee Anne Joh, Heart of the Cross: A Postcolonial Christology (Louisville: Westminster/John Knox, 2006), 103.
17) Homi Bhaba, The Location of Culture (New York: Rutledge, 1994), 86.

18) Lost in Translation (2003) is a movie written and directed by Sofia Copola.

19) Teresa McCarthy, A Place to be Navajo: Rough Rock and the struggle for self-determination in indigenous
schooling (Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, 2002), xv. She explains that “minoritized” is not same as
“minority.” “‘Minoritized’ more accurately conveys the power relations and processes by which certain groups are
socially, economically, and politically marginalized within a larger society.” In the case of Bob and Charlotte, as
white US citizens and as middle-upper class tourists in Japan, they are not minoritized.
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section, building up from this section, further exploring a theological encounter with motherhood.

3. Exploring Motherhood Theologically

The loss of one identity leads to gain a new identity. Parenting, whether through pregnancy and
lactation or through adoption in same-sex marriages or other relationships, is an encounter of the self
with the Other. This encounter is theological, since parenting allows us to peek through the veil of
mundane life and catch a glimpse of the Holy. The experience of pregnancy and breastfeeding can lead
to an experience of awe at the force of life striving in two bodies, connected yet distinct, to flourish.

The experience of meeting the adopted baby at the hospital, as told in the mother above, can be felt
like an instant bond, as if it was meant to be, which leads to the mysterious (unknown) experience
beyond human capacity to comprehend. To be able to find the intimate connection, even if the child is
not her own coming out of her womb, as shared in the first story earlier, is a thrilling and gratifying
experience of motherhood. It enriches the mother’s own life, only through encountering the Other (child)
built in faithful and responsible relationships. It is this awe, literally its awesome experience, we
encounter the presence of God. We know (more than cognitively) what it means to be in awe,
gravitating to reverence. It is through this intense (often painful and frustrating) experience of pregnancy
and breastfeeding and in raising children without knowing biological and previous history, we learn to
let go of our ego, and to accept the gift from others. Of giving our own life force to nourish another,
are we in turn nourished by them. There we learn to be humble and receptive. In this humility, we
surrender to God, the Spirit who moves beyond our control but dwells among us. Though constantly
failing and forgetting, we learn to receive the grace of God with gratitude. We know again and again
what it means to live at the mercy of others, thus, accepting our dependence on each other.
Paradoxically, as mothers have the capacity to feed their children, they are also the ones who are being
fed and nurtured in turn by them through their very existence and their incredible lust for life.

It is no wonder, then, why there are numerous biblical texts that identify God with a nurturing mom.

Here are a couple of examples:
I will extend prosperity to her like a river, and the wealth of the nations like an
overflowing stream; and you shall nurse and be carried on her arm, and dandled on her

knees. As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you (Isaiah 66:12-13).

It was I who taught Ephraim to walk. I took them up in my arms::-.I was to them like

those who lift infants to their cheeks. I bent down to them and fed them (Hosea 11:3-4).
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Not only do the texts above capture the promise and the protection of God for us as God’s children,
but also do they manifest the commitment of God for the well-being of our lives. Juliana Claassens
who has been searching for biblical images of God as mother along with mourner and midwife offers
helpful descriptions. In Deutero-Isaiah, the metaphors of God as mother appear as both a mother in
labor (42 and 45) and as a nurturing mother who preserves life by subverting violence, ultimately who
turns to love (49 and 66).20) Poetic and provocative, the prophet Isaiah helps us imagine God as a
mother whose posture is both redemptive towards life and resistant against violence. We may further
explore motherhood in light of the vocational sense of a self-giving act.

Julia Kristeva points to the interdependent and mutually accountable relationship between mother and
child. “It is the mother’s love for the child, which is a love for herself but also willingness to give
herself up,” which is the foundation for ethics, as she coins the term “herethics” (her ethics).2l) The
key to herethics is not to view it as a self-less heroic act. Heroes are often depicted in contemporary
tales as individuals who sacrifice everything and ask nothing in return. While this is a dominant ethical
narrative, herethics tells a different story. The motherhood act of self-giving love does not happen in
isolation but occurs in relationships. The contribution of Kristeva to the understanding of motherhood is
to lift up the give-and-take relational aspect when it comes to the saving act. The love that the mother
has is not only for her child but for herself as well. This love delights her, as much as it provides her
with a sense of purpose in life. It is not truthful to say that a mother gains nothing from the child or
that she gives everything to the child. There is a sufficient give-and-take going on in this relationship as
the mother receives the love and the joy from the child as much as the child receives the same, though
differently perceived, from her/his mother. When it comes to the moment of giving up, she is willing to
do it out of (and not in spite of) her delightful experiences that were cultivated through the relationships
with her child. It is the overflowing generosity of mutual relationship that enables motherhood to
become a courageous self-giving act, which is inseparably connected with a self-receiving act.

There are a number of Christian theologians who elaborate this relational nature of redemption,
regarding Christology. Carter Heyward views the cross of Jesus as the cost of seeking mutual
relationship. She sees resurrection as the power of mutual relationship, a power which is stronger than
sin and death.22) Rita Nakashima Brock names the power of Christ as “erotic power of
Christa/Community” arguing that it is the communal relationship that enables Christ’s redeeming act.23)

Andrew Sung Park contends that salvation must be “relational and dynamic” in order to be liberative

20) L. Juliana M. Claassens, Mourner, Mother, Midwife: Reimagining God’s Delivering Presence in the Old Testament
(Louisville: Westminster/John Knox, 2012), 41-63.

21) Kelly Oliver, Reading Kristeva: Unraveling the Double-Bind (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1993), 67-68.
22) Carter Heyward, Saving Jesus from Those Who Are Right (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1999), 118.
23) Rita Nakashima Brock, Journeys by Heart: A Christology of Erotic Power (New York: Crossroad, 1988), 105.
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and reconciling.2¥) Don Schweitzer writes, “Jesus saves people, but people can also save Jesus through
their response to him.”25) What these scholars claim in common is that the self-giving power in Christ
is not unilateral or un-relational power. It is powerful because people in relationships, the followers of
Jesus, believe in that power and push the power to be active. The power of redemption in general and
of Christ or motherhood in particular does not come from one (extraordinary) individual, as if s/he
exists out of context or out of history. It exists in many ultra-masculinized heroic movies where the
male fantasy of saving a woman or the whole world is lifted up and idealized. This fantasy of heroic
masculinity operates in many ways in today’s world, particularly through technologies that are given
“near-salvific status” at the expense of the distortion of humanity as the image of God, as Joyce Ann
Mercer muses.26)

While a redemptive act is freely given (meaning unconditional), it does not return in vain. Those of
us who receive a noble act are inspired and moved to act in return not necessarily to the one who did
the act but to others who come into our lives. The vocational sense of responsibility and accountability
is gained and taught in this relationally established soteriological act. When a self-giving act is viewed
as the one person’s unilateral gift it seems to signal that we do not have to do anything in response.
Our sin is forgiven, as far as atonement theology goes, by a one-time act of Jesus Christ.27) According
to Anselm of Canterbury, Jesus’ innocent death washed away our sins once and for all. His perfect
sacrifice alone is sufficient to pay the entire debt of all human sins accumulated throughout the ages. It
is not my intention to go deeper into Anselm’s atonement theory here. It suffices to say that his theory
has negatively influenced the way we Christians place ourselves in the world—that is, in our inability or
unwillingness to be held accountable for destructive and violent acts that we and others have committed.

Therefore, it is important to emphasize the relationality of salvation, as a self-giving and self-receiving
act, which requires responsibility and accountability to the community. When a saving act is viewed as
an individual selfless act of given it may seem that one person did all the work, without communal
support. When a saving act, on the other hand, is viewed at a relational level, those unnamed and often
regarded as unimportant people can once again be seen as present and as instrumental in this act. Darby
K. Ray says that one man’s heroic self-sacrificial redemption of love is problematic because “it
undermines the agency of women and children.”28) Even in Jesus, it was not a one-man show; it had

community involvement.

24) Andrew Sung Park, The Wounded Heart of God: The Asian Concept of Han and the Christian Doctrine of Sin
(Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1993), 101.

25) Don Schweitzer, Contemporary Christologies: A Fortress Introduction (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2010), 45.

26) Joyce Ann Mercer, “Virtual Sex, Actual Infidelity?” in City of Desires—A Place for God: Practical theological
perspectives, R. Ruard Ganzevoort, Rein Brouwer, Bonnie Miller-McLemore, eds. (Berlin: LIT, 2013), 74.

27) David Brondos, Fortress Introduction to Salvation and the Cross (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2007), 76-87.
28) Darby Kathleen Ray, Deceiving the Devil: Atonement, Abuse, and Ransom (Cleveland: Pilgrim Press, 1998), 105.
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Motherhood as Multifaceted and Multiplied Identities

Conclusion

As the mother encounters her child as Other and at almost the same as herself but not quite herself,
she is able to encounter God, as the wholly Other, so touchable and close to us, yet, beyond our realm,
our finite comprehension, and our control. As our identity as mother is complex and multifaceted,
illuminating different aspects and shapes, stages and changes, our God, our theology, is complex and
multiple. Parenting and motherhood offer a deep well from which to draw the water of life. Parenting
and motherhood, one of the most mundane and human identities, illuminate one of the most profound
and sacred natures of God whose desires is to be in relationship. This relationship contains the power of
redemption as a self-giving and self-receiving act, forming and transforming our multiple and multiply
located identities as mothers and children, as Christians and community members for the sake of love

and for life.
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